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«LET»S  TRY  G0D« 

In  the  Senate  on  August  2,  Senator  Ralph  £•  Flanders  of  Vermont  made  a  memorable  speech, 
•Let's  Try  God,"  which  is  being  mailed  to  you  under  separate  cover*  If  you  would  like  to 
encourage  a  program  for  a  better  way  than  reliance  upon  military  might,  won't  you  read  this 
speech  with  care,  and  then  write  to  Senator  Flanders,  Senate  Office  Building,  Washington 
25,  D.  C*  and  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Division  of  Public  Liaison,  Department  of 
State,  Washington  25,  D*  C*? 


SUGGESTED  ACTION  ON  UMT 

1*  If  the  Senate  has  not  voted  by  the  time  you  receive  this  Newsletter,  write  to  members 
of  the  Democratic  and  Republican  Policy  Committees,  expressing  your  opposition  and  asking 
that  UMT  not  be  taken  up  at  this  session*  Democratic  members  include  Senators  Scott  W* 
Lucas,  Theodore  Francis  Green,  Lister  Hill,  Joseph  C*  O' Mahoney,  Millard  E.  Tydings  and 
Rich£^  B*  Russell  and  advisory  members,  Francis  J*  layers  and  Brien  McMahon*  Republican 
Policy  Committee  menbers  are  Robert  A.  Taft,  Eugene  D*  Milliken,  Milton  R*  Young,  Kenneth 
S*  Wherry,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Styles  Bridges,  Guy  Cordon,  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper,  Irving 
M*  Ives,  Margaret  Chase  Smith  and  Arthur  H.  Vandenberg* 

2.  Write  your  own  Senators,  asking  them  to  discourage  action  on  UMT  by  expressing  your 
views  to  their  colleagues  on  the  policy  committees* 

Whether  or  not  the  Senate  has  acted,  write  Chairman  Carl  Vinson  of  the  House  Armed 
Services  Committee  and  your  own  Congressman,  stating  your  position,  and  asking  that  the 
House  not  start  hearings  and  that  no  action  be  taken. 

k»  Plan  to  see  your  Congressman  when  he  is  home  in  September  —  Congress  seems  certain  to 
recess  even  if  it  does  not  adjourn*  Organize  a  delegation  of  church,  civic,  education  and 
other  community  leaders  and  make  your  appointment  either  through  his  Washington  office 
(House  Office  Building,  Washington  25,  D.  C.)  or  his  home  address*  Write  us  a  summary  of 
your  interview* 


ALL-OUT  AMERICAN  LEGION  DRIVE  OPENS  FOR  UMT  NOW 

On  August  17,  the  very  day  that  President  Truman  said  in  his  press  conference  that  he  would 
not  press  for  Universal  Military  Training  legislation  in  this  Congress,  Senator  Millard  E* 
Tydings,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  introduced  and  called  for  imme¬ 
diate  passage  of  S*  U062.  This  proposal  calls  for  Universal  Military  Training  of  all 
physically  able  young  men  for  one  year  at  age  18.  Spokesmen  for  the  American  Legion  have 
declared  that  "this  is  the  time  to  get  UMT  on  the  books^  and  that  the  Legion  would  make  an 
all  out  effort  to  get  the  legislation  passed*  The  Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  on  August 
22  reported  that  Tydings  said  he  would  press  for  quick  passage  of  the  measure  "because  I 
believe  this  is  our  last  chance  to  get  it  through  Congress*" 
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Only  Two  Days  of  Hearings 

Chairman  Tydings  announced  on  Friday,  August  18,  that  hearings  would  be  scheduled  for  the 
following  Tuesday,  August  22,  at  which  time  Defense  Secretary  Louis  Johnson,  Chief  of  the 
Joint  Staffs,  Omar  Bradley,  and  the  National  Commander  of  the  American  Legion,  George 
Craig,  would  appear  in  favor  of  UMT.  At  the  close  of  the  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Senator 
lydings  remarked  that  1100  pages  of  testimony  were  taken  in  19U7,  that  extensive  hearings 
had  been  held  in  19U8,  that  extended  hearings  would  be  unnecessary  now,  but  offered  to  re¬ 
ceive  very  brief  testimony  on  the  following  day  caily. 

Provisions  of  the  Bill 

Since  the  bill  is  being  revised  in  the  committee  as  this  letter  goes  to  press,  and  ap¬ 
parently  will  be  reported  out  in  amended  form,  we  suggest  that  you  write  us  for  an  analysis 
of  the  measure  as  it  finally  goes  to  the  Senate  for  consideration.  10  of  the  13  members  of 
the  Senate  have  announced  publicly  that  they  were  in  favor  of  passing  a  UlffT  measure  now  so 
a  prompt  and  affirmative  vote  in  the  connittee  on  such  a  bill  is  indicated. 

As  the  bill  now  stands,  there  is  provision  only  for  non-combatant  training,  but  no  specific 
recognition  for  those  opposed  to  all  military  training  on  conscientious  grounds.  Represent¬ 
atives  of  the  Lfennonite  Central  Committee,  ^ethren  Service  Commission  and  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation  presented  recommendations  to  the  staff  of  the  Armed  Services  Com¬ 
mittee  urging  deferment  of  conscientious  objectors  as  is  now  provided  for  in  the  Selective 
Service  legislation,  or  failing  that,  exemption  at  least  for  those  opposed  to  conscription 
even  for  civilian  service  under  civilian  direction. 

Present  plans  for  UMT,  according  to  the  U.S.  News  and  World  Report  of  August  25,  1950  calls 
for  registration  of  all  men  at  17  years,  training  of  about  950,000  young  men  at  18  unless 
deferred  to  finish  high  school,  but  they  would  not  be  deferred  to  enter  or  complete  a  college 
course.  All  would  take  a  six  months  basic  training  course  in  an  array  type  camp  or  on  a  ship 
and  then  choose  from  eleven  options  including  enlistment  in  any  of  the  armed  forces  for  a 
regular  period  of  service,  the  National  Guard,  the  Organized  Reserve,  the  Enlisted  Reserve, 
enrollment  at  West  Point  or  Annapolis,  or  the  Coast  Guard  Academy,  a  Merchant-Marine  Academy 
or  taking  an  ROTC  course  in  an  accredited  college.  Some  will  be  given  advanced  technical 
training  in  an  approved  school  or  college  if  they  accept  a  Reserve  Commission  after  the 
course  is  completed. 

Some  Arguments  Advanced  for  UMT 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  American  Legion  National  Security  Commission  declared,  “I 
believe  that  it  is  inevitable  that  there  shall  be  a  war  with  Russia.  How  soon  we  begin 
mobilizing  to  meet  this  conflict  that  is  sure  to  come  will  measure  our  chances  of  siirvival.* 
He  asserted  that  for  national  security,  ”UMT  is  the  only  possible  source  of  supplying  man¬ 
power,  and  at  a  price  that  would  not  bankrupt  the  country.*  Training  would  be  offered  at  a 
place  close  to  the  recruits’  home  and  at  a  time  that  would  least  interfere  with  these  young 
men's  normal  lives,  as  to  school,  employment,  marriage,  and  so  forth.  Training  would  be 
useful  not  only  in  case  of  military  service  for  saving  lives,  but  in  civil  defense.  Had  it 
been  enacted  some  five  years  ago,  we  would  not  have  had  the  present  Korean  conflict. 

Bernard  Weitzer,  testifying  for  the  Jewish  War  Veterans  said,  "Those  who  have  testified 
against  Universal  Military  Training  in  the  past  because  they  claimed  it  would  militarize  our 
youth  and  endanger  peace  must  recognize  that  what  they  feared  has,  in  fact,  been  invited  by 
their  successful  opposition.”  The  National  Legislative  Director  of  AMVETS  challenged  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Defense  Johnson's  reconmendation  that  legislaticxi  be  passed  now  but  put  in  operation 
when  the  President  may  direct  by  urging  that  Reserve  officers  and  non-coms  be  inmediately 
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SEMINARS  IN  WASHINGTON 

We  are  entering  our  fourth  seminar  year  and  this  educational  program  is  still  groiring.  Ex¬ 
pansion  this  year  has  been  made  possible  by  the  additional  support  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  enabling  Marilyn  Joslin  and  Barbara  Grant  to  spend  the  greater  part  of 
their  time  in  planning  and  preparation  of  seminars.  If  you  would  like  to  attend  a  seminar 
this  winter  and  share  in  first  hand  discussions  of  crucial  issues  in  national  policies, 
would  you  please  send  a  post  card  now  indicating  your  interest  to  Marilyn  Joslin  at  the 
F  C  N  L,  1000  nth  Street,  N*  W.,  Washington  1,  D.C*  We  hope  to  compile  a  seminar  mailing 
list. 

The  calendar  below  includes  a  follow  up  seminar  on  the  problem  of  American  Agriculture  and 
a  Hungry  World,  and  a  proposed  seminar  for  businessmen.  You  will  also  note  seminars 
(marked  *)  scheduled  at  the  United  Nations  in  New  York* 

“••September  25-28i  U  N  Seminar  for  A  F  S  C  Staff,  F  C  N  L  Conmittee  and  other  Friends  organ¬ 
izations.  At  Lake  Success,  New  York. 

♦November  1-5:  U  N  Seminar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director. 
♦November  9-12:  U  N  Seminar  for  College  Students  -  A  F  SC,  Middle  Atlantic,  New  York  arel 
November  16-19:  Seminar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director.  In 

Washington,  D.  C.  ^Disarmament  and  Control  of  Atomic  Energy."  * 

January  11-lU:  Seminar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director. 

January  23-26:  Interdenominational  Adult  Seminar:  "American  Responsibility  for  World  | 
Order  and  Security."  Friends  Quota  -  5»  I 

February  5-10:  Second  Agricultural  Seminar  -  Interdenominational,  Adult.  I 

February  15-18:  Seminar  for  High  School  Students-Volunteer  Service  Council,  Friends  5  ■ 

Years  Meeting,  Lawrence  Peery,  Director ."Human  Rights  and  Civil  Rights."  I 
February  22-25:  Seminar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director.  i 

March  2-U  :  Seminar  for  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  Young  Friends. 
lAarch  15-18:  Seminar  for  College  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Ohio  Regional  Office. 

Itorch  29-April  1*  Seminar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director 

April  5-8  :  Saninar  for  High  School  Students  -  A  F  S  C,  Spahr  Hull,  Director 

April  10-13:  Interdenominational  Adult  Seminar:  "The  Christian  Citizen  and  His  Govern¬ 

ment."  Friends  Quota  -  5* 

April  12-15:  Seminar  for  College  Students  -  Volunteer  Service  Council,  5  Years  Meetingi 
April  19-22:  Seminar  for  College  Students  -A  F  S  C,  Middle  Atlantic,  New  York  Areas. 
April  28-May  5:  Adult  "vocational"  seminar:  "A  Christian  Businessman  and  His  Government." 
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"Let’s  Try  God" 

Speech  by  Senator  Ralph  E.  Flanders 
August  2,  1950 


